

[image: A black background with white text

Description automatically generated]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Greater Miramichi Celebrates Healthcare Heroes at 2025 Healthcare Excellence Awards
Miramichi, NB — November 3, 2025 — The Greater Miramichi Service Commission (GMSC), in collaboration with Horizon Health, the Department of Health and the GMSC Healthcare Committee  are proud to announce the recipients of the 2025 Healthcare Excellence Awards, which will be presented at the annual Healthcare Homecoming Celebration on November 8, 2025.

The community submitted over 250 nominations, reflecting an extraordinary outpouring of appreciation for the region’s healthcare professionals. The event celebrates both new healthcare workers who have joined the region and long-standing professionals whose compassion, collaboration, and innovation continue to strengthen the community.

“These awards show that healthcare excellence doesn’t just happen in our hospitals or clinics; excellence is woven into the fabric of our community,” said Krista Chase, Director of Regional Economic Development, Greater Miramichi Service Commission. “The number of nominations we received illustrates the compassion and commitment happening every day in the Greater Miramichi Region. Recognizing these professionals helps strengthen pride in our healthcare system, retain the talent we have, and attract new professionals who see Greater Miramichi as a place where their contributions are valued.”

2025 Award Recipients

Community Health Champion – Brian Cortes, Resident Attendant, Shannex
Brian’s compassion extends far beyond his workplace. In addition to his dedicated care for residents, he volunteers with Dining with Dignity and MADD, offering comfort to those facing homelessness and mental health challenges. Whether tending to wounds, responding to overdoses, or simply listening, Brian shows up for others with consistent kindness and humanity.

Excellence in Patient Care – Cassie Doiron, RN
Cassie exemplifies what it means to provide care with heart. Her empathy, creativity, and dedication bring dignity to every patient she serves.  She has been known to sing at the bedside to fulfill final wishes. Her compassionate approach to palliative care has comforted countless patients and families, making her a beacon of patient-centered care.

Teamwork & Collaboration – Dr. Ninian Slorach.
For more than two decades, Dr. Slorach has been a leader in palliative care at Miramichi Hospital, fostering teamwork among nurses, physicians, pharmacists, social workers, and volunteers. As a mentor and educator, he models collaboration that strengthens both hospital and community-based care across the region.

Rising Star in Healthcare – Aimee MacLean, LPN, Mount St. Joseph
Aimee represents the next generation of compassionate, skilled healthcare professionals. Her colleagues describe her as a mentor and advocate who delivers care with integrity and heart. She takes time to know each resident personally, transforming care into meaningful human connections.

Innovator in Healthcare – Dr. Kathleen MacMillan
A proud Miramichier and Diagnostic Radiology resident at Dalhousie University, Dr. MacMillan founded the Miramichi Medical Mentorship Program and the 3 R’s Initiative (Recruit, Retain, Return) — groundbreaking efforts that connect students and physicians, strengthen local healthcare, and inspire the next generation to build their careers in rural medicine.

The Healthcare Excellence Awards celebrate the full spectrum of healthcare roles, nurses, physicians, personal support workers, therapists, and community advocates. All while positioning Greater Miramichi as a region where excellence is recognized and community connection is strong.

The Greater Miramichi Service Commission extends heartfelt thanks to everyone who submitted nominations and congratulates this year’s honorees for their leadership, compassion, and dedication to the health and well-being of Greater Miramichi.
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